Mr. Weaver’s Classroom Policies

Science-Engineering 9th Grade

This course:

· In the classroom, you will be introduced to new ideas and concepts in science and engineering.  Most of these concepts will be presented in the form of a brief lecture followed by a lab or activity.  The object here is not just to get the work done, but to present it in such a way that gives you the opportunity to discover and think about key science concepts.  I expect each of you to participate to the fullest.  This is your time to explore, try things and discover new knowledge.  
· Many of the assignments and labs you do in class will be done in groups.  I expect each person to play an active role in their group.  This means that everyone in the group must work together to complete the tasks, discussing their ideas before moving ahead.  Cooperation involves helping others understand, questioning others about their ideas, and asking questions when you are unclear on a particular point.  Although I am responsible for teaching you the material, it is your responsibility to master it.    

Homework

· As a general guideline, I will not be assigning homework every day, however you will have many homework assignments over the course of the year.  Additionally, if we begin an assignment in class that we don’t complete, I may choose to assign it as homework; stay on task and complete assignments in class and you will reduce your homework load.  Homework is due the day after it is assigned, unless I tell you otherwise.

Grading:

· Your grade in this class will be calculated based on your scores in five categories.  Those categories are: Content Knowledge, Critical Thinking, Written Communication, Oral Communication and Work Ethic.  Your final grade will be calculated according to the following distributions:

Content Knowledge- 25% (knowledge and understanding of topics presented in this course)

Critical Thinking- 25% (ability to perform higher order thinking skills and analysis)

Oral Communication- 15% (ability to communicate understanding orally and present in front of groups)

Written Communication- 15% (ability to communicate in written format)

Work Ethic- 20% (ability to work effectively in class, complete assignments on time and work in project groups)

Materials and Supplies:

The following supplies are needed for this class: a composition book, a 3-ring binder with binder paper, pencils (mechanical is recommended) with erasers, pens (black/blue and red), scientific calculator (trig functions, exponents, roots, etc.) and a ruler.  You will also need a USB flash drive, 256MB or larger. Colored pencils are recommended but not required.  As a final note, you are expected to have, at all times, a minimum of 20 sheets of printer paper.

Your concerns

· Please don’t hesitate to speak to me about any problems or concerns you may have.  It will become important for you to discuss your concerns with me early on, before it’s too late to address your issues.  If you are absent and miss work, it is imperative that we get you caught up as quickly as possible, so that you are not overwhelmed as we move on.  Feel free to talk to me outside class or email me at greg_weaver@crpusd.org.  You may also leave a message with the secretary, Ms. Marsha Barbato at 792-4825.

Signing below indicates that you have read the above and agree to it.
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